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Elation Sniper Makes the Grade on RTL’s “Back to School”  
 
One of Germany’s pre-eminent hosts, Thomas Gottschalk, takes celebrities back to their school days in 
the second season of "Back to School,” RTL Network’s popular quiz game show, and Elation 
Professional’s award-winning Sniper is along for the nostalgia, providing flexible and unique special 
effect lighting looks.    
 
Lighting designer Thomas Gerdon of gerdon MEDIADESIGN (www.gerdon.tv) has mounted 24 Snipers 
along with LED wash lights on movable truss towers so they can be moved back and forth between the 
set’s two stages for special musical performances. “There are two musical performances per show and 
because the show towers are on wheels we can easily move them and use the Sniper effects on both 
stages,” explains Thomas, who is lighting the show for the first time. “We have them located at new 
positions each time so it gives us great flexibility. Coupled with the different effects you can get out of 
the Snipers, it really makes for a lot of options.”   
 

  
 
Thomas likes to use the Snipers to create beam looks coming from the back of the stage with the Snipers 
focused right on the camera. “It has a very strong, solid beam look,” he says. “Plus you can use it as a 
flower effect or laser simulator, which gives even more possibilities. I use a break-up flower effect for 

http://www.gerdon.tv/


 
 

slow songs and the laser effect with fast movement for the faster songs. I really enjoy having the 
opportunity to work with a new type of fixture. It is very unique.” 
 
The Sniper, a hybrid beam, scanner and laser simulator in one, is striking a chord with lighting designers 
who seek a creative new tool to work with. It won a PLASA Award for Innovation last October and is 
finding service on a growing number of television shows, concerts and special events, as well as club 
environments. Powered by the new 132W Philips MSD Platinum 2R lamp with a 6,000 hour average 
lifetime, the Sniper delivers an intense 45,010 lux @ 16.4’ (5m) and gives designers 14 dichroic colors 
and 17 static gobos to choose from. 
 
Produced by Constantin Entertainment, “Back to School” challenges celebrities and their old classmates 
with quizzes and action rounds on a set that reflects the spirit of their educational youth. This season’s 
first episode aired on December 21sth with more episodes broadcast in February and March.  
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About Elation Professional 
Elation Professional is one of the world’s leading lighting and visual solutions providers and is the global brand of Elation 
Lighting. Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Los Angeles, with European sales, distribution and support based in The 
Netherlands, Elation designs and manufactures a comprehensive range of innovative yet affordable lighting and video products 
that are distributed through a global network of dealers and distributors. Made up of a spirited team of dedicated personnel, 
Elation is setting new efficiency and performance standards in Platinum lamp and LED technology and is acknowledged for a 
comprehensive commitment to Total Support. As a company in expansion with a presence in a growing variety of market 
segments, chances are you’ve experienced Elation lighting at a concert, special event, TV, theater, late night venue, House of 
Worship, theme park, cruise ship, exhibition, architectural space or elsewhere. For more information, please visit 
www.elationlighting.com 
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