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Dave Matthews Band 2018 Tour with Elation Chorus Line 
 
Theatrical Media Services (TMS) supply flexible LED battens for backdrop lighting and impactful 
wall of light effect 
 
The Dave Matthews Band is digging deep in their catalog to serve up some old school favorites while 
mixing in new songs from their latest release on their current 2018 tour, which kicked off May 18th 
in Houston, Texas. The popular jam band is known as a must-see summer touring act and this year 
are selling out amphitheaters across the U.S. beneath a rig that includes effects from Elation Chorus 
Line LED battens.  
 
The band’s first tour since 2016 runs through Sept 10th with the final show at the Hollywood Bowl in 
LA. The tour is in support of the band's new album “Come Tomorrow” that debuted at #1 on the 
Billboard charts. Lighting design is by Fenton Williams together with Aaron Stinebrink of tour lighting 
vendor TMS of Omaha, Nebraska. Both Williams and TMS have been associated with the Dave 
Matthews Band for over two decades.  
 

  
 
The designers use 30 Chorus Line 16 LED battens in the rig, 15 on the backdrop truss and another 
fifteen just downstage of the backdrop on the floor. Stinebrink calls the zoomable RGBW color-
changing linear bar light a dual purpose fixture. “We chose the Chorus Line due to the tight zoom 
angle you can achieve as well as being brighter than other products we tested,” he said. The Chorus 
Line 16’s power comes from sixteen 40W LEDs that allow for use on large stage performances and 
enough punch to compete with bright LED video screens. Motorized zoom optics mean it can be 
used to light set objects and cycs or backdrops and a 220° tilt motor function lets designers position 
the unit dynamically during a show. It also has full pixel control for direct eye candy looks.  
 
“The intended use in this Dave Matthews Band design is to light the backdrop,” Stinebrink explains. 
“But then they also tilt towards the downstage edge to create a wall of light that projects over the 
top of the projection set piece. The Chorus Line floor units also shoot under the same set piece in the 



 
 

same manner. We also use the floor fixtures to create a silhouette of the band due to the incredible 
zoom the fixture has. In the end, the feature set in the Chorus Line gave us a lot of options to use in a 
multitude of ways.” 
 

  
 
The Dave Matthews Band has enjoyed unprecedented success over the years – “Come Tomorrow’s” 
successful debut means the band is the first group to have seven consecutive studio albums debut at 
#1 on the Billboard 200 – and LD Williams has been a part of it ever since the band formed in 1991. 
He has been handling the designs for lighting, scenic and video since 1995 when the band began to 
carry its own production. He also appreciates the Chorus Lines flexibility, commenting, “My favorite 
part of using the Chorus Line is the versatility it affords us in the rig. It has been a great addition with 
its individual cell control and tilt. The light will be a must-have on all of my upcoming shows.” 
 
Stinebrink, who also programmed the show, along with Ben Lopreto, thanks [Elation Regional Sales 
Rep] Kraig Knight for “the incredible support” and the entire TMS lighting crew for their “hard work 
in making the tour possible.” 
 
Crew: 
Production Designer:    Fenton Williams 
Lighting Designers:   Fenton Williams, Aaron Stinebrink 
Lighting Programmers:  Aaron Stinebrink, Ben Lopreto,  
Crew Chief:    Michael Arch 
Lighting Crew:   Jerry Kaiser, Bob Chaize, Ben Lopreto, Josh Albright 
Lighting Vendor:  TMS – www.tmsomaha.com  
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About Elation Professional 
Elation Professional is one of the world’s leading lighting and visual solutions providers and is the global brand of Elation 
Lighting. Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Los Angeles, with European sales, distribution and support based in The 
Netherlands, Elation designs and manufactures a comprehensive range of innovative yet affordable lighting and video 
products that are distributed through a global network of dealers and distributors. Made up of a spirited team of dedicated 
personnel, Elation is setting new efficiency and performance standards in Platinum lamp and LED technology and is 
acknowledged for a comprehensive commitment to Total Support. As a company in expansion with a presence in a growing 

http://www.tmsomaha.com/


 
 

variety of market segments, chances are you’ve experienced Elation lighting at a concert, special event, TV, theater, late 
night venue, House of Worship, theme park, cruise ship, exhibition, architectural space or elsewhere. For more 
information, please visit www.elationlighting.com 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Elation Professional US 
6122 S. Eastern Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90040 
USA 
Tel: (866) 245-6726 (toll free) 
Tel: (323) 582-3322 
sales@elationlighting.com 
www.elationlighting.com  
 
Elation Professional EU 
Junostraat 2. 
6468 EW Kerkrade 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0)45 546 85 66 
info@elationlighting.eu 
www.elationlighting.eu 
 
Elation Professional Mexico 
Av Santa Ana 30, 
Parque Industrial Lerma, 
Lerma, Mexico 52000 
Tel: +011 52 728 282 7070 
ventas@elationlighting.com 
www.elationlighting.com 
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