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High-def Elation LED Backdrop Sets the Scene at Abundant Living Faith Center

The Abundant Living Faith Center (ALFC) in El Paso, Texas, is a nondenominational, multicultural church with a large congregation of 20,000+ members and a spacious 3,620-seat main auditorium. The ministry sought to improve the quality of the auditorium stage’s visual backdrop and recently installed a large high-definition LED video wall by Elation Professional.  

Design and systems integration company Michael Garrison Associates (MGA), who has a history of cooperation with the church dating back to 2004, replaced the mega-church’s original center projection screen with a 6mm pixel pitch EZ6 LED screen that produces high definition video. The EZ6 video wall is 38’ wide by 20’ high (20 x 11 panels, 1920 x 1080 pixels) and is suspended by 8 chain hoists allowing for vertical movement when desired. 
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After researching their options for high resolution LED video on both a technical and cost level, ALFC had several choices according to MGA owner Michael Garrison. Although some of the lesser expensive products were attractive, long-term support and serviceability from a reputable company were the deciding factors.  

“When you purchase a sophisticated product you need to think about service on both the hardware and software side,” Michael Garrison comments, “and as a dealer we have to work with a manufacturer who is willing and able to stand behind the product. I told the church that they could save some money but that they’d be taking a risk. In the end, the church leadership decided they would have the security of not only MGA standing behind the product but a reputable manufacturer in Elation who is based in the US and has a reputation for taking care of their product.”

MGA required support from Elation for some of the technical details, including assistance on how to rig the large screen not only in the most cost effective way but in the safest manner as well. “Elation also worked with us to color match with the side projection screens and the result is great,” Michael states. “We’ve had wonderful support in the installation phase but also before that in the design phase.”

MGA worked closely with ALFC's lead video/lighting tech Jimmy Salas throughout the decision-making, design and installation of the new Elation EZ6 video wall. “The Elation EZ6 panels have completely transformed the way we do productions here at our church,” he says. “We can now use less sets and have a greater impact on the production at the same time. Every year we always try to add some new elements to our productions and with this wall it makes it very easy to add new things without having to spend too much money or time.”
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Completed in September 2013, the new LED video screen has provided many advantages over the old center projection screen besides the better image quality. The creative team at ALFC no longer has to deal with interfering with a projection path for example, which allows for greater flexibility in set/performer placement. The ability to raise and lower the LED screen, or breaking it up to create new set designs for the stage, has also been a creative plus.  

After the panels were installed, an extra challenge arose however that was not entirely expected. Because El Paso has a very dry and arid climate, static charge became an issue. Michael comments, “Although the panels meet industry standards for dealing with static discharge, we had some problems when people would touch the modules. We implemented a static reduction measure that has proved to be very effective, which was done at no further cost to the church. Elation went above and beyond the call of duty to test this and MGA as a dealer couldn’t have asked for better support from a manufacturer.”

Elation Equipment:
220 x EZ6 6mm LED video panels 
20 x EZ6-RB1 Rigging Bars
2 x EZS VSC2 DVI Controller
1 x EPV DVI 4

MGA Staff:
System Design & Installation Oversight – Michael Garrison
Project Manager – Jim Belt
Design Coordinator – Dave Garrison
Lead Video Designer – Daniel Durst
Lead Electrical/Rigging Designer – Randy Garabedian

ALFC Lighting & Video Director – Jimmy Salas

About Elation Professional
Elation Professional is one of the world’s leading lighting and visual solutions providers and is the global brand of Elation Lighting. Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Los Angeles, with European sales, distribution and support based in The Netherlands, Elation designs and manufactures a comprehensive range of innovative yet affordable lighting and video products that are distributed through a global network of dealers and distributors. Made up of a spirited team of dedicated personnel, Elation is setting new efficiency and performance standards in Platinum lamp and LED technology and is acknowledged for a comprehensive commitment to Total Support. As a company in expansion with a presence in a growing variety of market segments, chances are you’ve experienced Elation lighting at a concert, special event, TV, theater, late night venue, House of Worship, theme park, cruise ship, exhibition, architectural space or elsewhere. For more information, please visit www.elationlighting.com

For more information, contact:

Elation Professional US
6122 S. Eastern Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90040
USA
Tel: (866) 245-6726 (toll free)
Tel: (323) 582-3322
sales@elationlighting.com
www.elationlighting.com 

Elation Professional EU
Junostraat 2.
6468 EW Kerkrade
The Netherlands
Tel: +31 (0)45 546 85 66
info@elationlighting.eu
www.elationlighting.eu
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