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Michigan’s Royal Oak Music Theatre Goes Green with Elation LED Lighting 
Upgrade 
 
Royal Oak Music Theatre in Royal Oak, Michigan, a suburb of Detroit, is a historic cinema turned 
performance venue that has stood as a testament to the diversity of entertainment, as well as the 
resilience of the area, since 1928. After partnering with promotional entertainment company AEG Live in 
2007, Royal Oak Music Theatre (ROMT) has become one of the Detroit area’s preeminent venues, 
hosting a steady stream of live performances from Alabama Shakes to Skrillex, the band Perry to Social 
Distortion, as well as a wide variety of other events.  
 
Transition to LED  
ROMT recently sought to upgrade its lighting system in order to make it more attractive to a variety of 
clients and chose to go with Elation LED fixtures for the progressive benefits they provide like greater 
reliability, less maintenance and increased energy efficiency, all of which translates into a lower cost of 
ownership.  
 
Brad Raymond, Production Manager at AEG Live, who spends much of his time at Royal Oak Music 
Theatre, among other venues, explains how the decision to go with Elation lighting came about. “We’ve 
hosted Elation road shows and trainings at ROMT, the most recent in September, and have had a long 
relationship with Rob Ludwig at Elation rep firm Five Lakes Marketing. One of the reasons we started our 
relationship with Elation was to make the Royal Oak Music Theatre a much greener space compared to 
an older venue with a 120K house rig. That meant upgrading to LED.”  
 

   
 
Rob Ludwig has been visiting Royal Oak Music Theatre much of his life and has worked closely with AEG 
and ROMT on the transition to the LED system. “I’ve been going to the Royal Oak Music Theatre since I 
was a kid so it’s a special place to me,” he stated. “I’ve also known Brad for many years. He is very 
approachable and holds people accountable, which are qualities you need in a good Production 
Manager. He came up with a great plan and showed accounting why it was important to update their rig 



 
 

to LED. AEG gave him the green light to do something special by going as green as possible. They were 
thinking long term and not just about the bottom line today. Don’t get me wrong, they had a budget; 
they just wanted to spend wisely. I commend businesses that have that kind of foresight so I was 
certainly excited to work on the project with Brad.” 
 
Brad and Rob sat down together and talked about how to bring the Royal Music Theatre’s lighting rig 
into the 21st century. “We shared a lot of ideas and although we both agreed that white light is needed 
for many applications, we also agreed that we had a chance to design a system based on color,” Rob 
stated. “So going green, as Brad wanted to do, wasn’t much of a stretch.” After meeting with a local 
dealer to look at Elation’s range of LED fixtures, Brad and Rob came up with a solid plan for replacing 
ROMT’s gear over time. Rob comments, “Between Elation's LED fixtures and their Platinum Series — an 
extremely short arc and efficient lamp — we were able to re-design their system to achieve his ultimate 
goal.” 
 
Lighting upgrade 
Lavishly decorated, the multi-use art-deco theatre is an exceptional surrounding for any event. 
Accommodating up to 2000 guests, it is ideal for events large or small. Besides the steady stream of live 
shows, it hosts a variety of corporate events, weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs and more.  
 
The lighting upgrade consists of a range of Elation LED moving heads, PAR lights, battens and matrix 
panels, and while flexible enough to handle the wide variety of events, its low maintenance benefits are 
also being felt. “With the change to LED we don’t have to worry about changing bulbs, which is great,” 
Brad says. “Climbing to change them was a nightmare. They were also very expensive. With our new LED 
house lights for example there is little maintenance as they’re self-enclosed units and there have been 
no issues. It is our intention to be all LED within one year.” Brad says he feels that they’ve gotten bang 
for their buck with the new lighting and that the new system has boosted their private rentals and 
corporate gigs. 
 
Because many artists that play ROMT bring their own ground-supported rig on truss sticks, the lighting 
upgrade gives ROMT the possibility to supplement those rigs with lighting from the air. Brad completed 
the lighting design himself, spreading previously installed Elation Platinum Beam 5R Extreme™ and 
Design Wash LED Zoom™ moving heads, installed in the venue two years ago, and the new LED fixtures 
across an upstage, midstage and downstage truss.  
 
Mounted on an upstage T-bar are Platinum Beam 5R Extremes and Platinum Spot LED Pro II™ moving 
heads with more Platinum Beam 5Rs alternating with Design Wash LEDs on a midstage pipe. Downstage 
on the floor are Platinum Spot LED Pro II and more Design Wash LEDs with Design Bricks™ and Opti Tri 
Pars are used for uplighting. Elation ELAR Quad Panels™, 4 x 4 matrix LED panels, are used as concert 
blinders or for pixel mapped effects and on occasion to display text. SixPar 300™ PAR color changers are 
used for house lighting, allowing the venue to be lit in traditional white or dressed in color for special 
occasions.  
 
Elation equipment: 
10 x Opti Tri PAR™ 



 
 

10 x Design Brick™ 
8 x Platinum Beam 5R Extreme™ 
6 x Design Wash LED Zoom™ 
4 x Platinum Spot LED Pro II™ 
8 x SixPar 300™ 
4 x ELAR Quad Panels™ 
1 x Antari AF-5 Fan 
 
About Elation Professional 
Elation Professional is one of the world’s leading lighting and visual solutions providers and is the global brand of Elation 
Lighting. Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Los Angeles, with European sales, distribution and support based in The 
Netherlands, Elation designs and manufactures a comprehensive range of innovative yet affordable lighting and video products 
that are distributed through a global network of dealers and distributors. Made up of a spirited team of dedicated personnel, 
Elation is setting new efficiency and performance standards in Platinum lamp and LED technology and is acknowledged for a 
comprehensive commitment to Total Support. As a company in expansion with a presence in a growing variety of market 
segments, chances are you’ve experienced Elation lighting at a concert, special event, TV, theater, late night venue, House of 
Worship, theme park, cruise ship, exhibition, architectural space or elsewhere. For more information, please visit 
www.elationlighting.com 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Elation Professional US 
6122 S. Eastern Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90040 
USA 
Tel: (866) 245-6726 (toll free) 
Tel: (323) 582-3322 
sales@elationlighting.com 
www.elationlighting.com  
 
Elation Professional EU 
Junostraat 2., 6468 EW Kerkrade 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0)45 546 85 66 
info@elationlighting.eu 
www.elationlighting.eu 
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