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Elation Lighting and Video Weathers Wet Electric in Tempe, Arizona

Water and electrics usually don’t mix unless you were at Wet Electric in Tempe, Arizona, in April for America’s largest waterpark music festival where Creative BackStage of Phoenix lived up to its name by creating an extraordinary stage visually brought to life using Elation Platinum Beam 5Rs and Opti Tri PAR lights with Elation EVLED LED video panels used for a high-impact backdrop LED video screen. 

On April 25th and 26th, Wet Electric took over Big Surf Waterpark with headliners Tiesto and Dillon Francis providing the party beats for the biggest pool party in the country. What separates Wet Electric from other electronic music festivals is a professional production stage built into the U.S.’s largest wave pool with a dance floor the pool itself. 
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Designing a full production stage amid a wet pool environment, the mix of water and power cabling posing their own challenges, matters were made only worse by an untimely storm, but Creative Backstage was up to the task. “From design challenges to acquiring permits and battling the wind and rain, it was a major undertaking just to make this happen,” stated Creative Backstage owner John Garberson, who handled lighting design and has been a part of Wet Electrics since the first event in 2012. “It was an uphill challenge with some people saying it was too dangerous, too hard to build, too much liability, or would cost too much,” he says. “But that didn’t hold us back from exploring something that has never been done in Tempe before.”

Creative Backstage designed the stage and runways, designed and supplied the lighting and video, and supplied the special effects for this year’s event. John had to think about what mix of lighting would be most effective for an event that ran throughout the day and into the night. “Because 90% of the event occurred during daytime we relied more on LED screens, blinders, special effects and LED lights than moving lights,” he states. “But at the same time we had to meet the rider requirements for the night time part of the event. It was a balancing act.”

That balancing act included Elation’s well-established Platinum Beam 5R beam lights, which were placed around the stage and used mostly after sunset, along with compact Opti Tri PAR RGB lights used to wash the stage and light the go-go dancers. 
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Used as a main video backdrop and flown on electric motors in back of the DJ was a 29’ wide x 10.4’ high Elation EVLED 1024SMD 20mm LED video screen. “There are a few reasons why we stick with the Elation 20mm panels and the first is that the screen is a great design for outdoor environments where weather can become an issue,” John says, who stated that they used their weather action plan over seven times due to the winds and rain. “With the 35% blow through and lightweight design it handles small winds well. We used a backdrop system during the day to make the screen pop due to the sun and when the winds got bad we just released the backdrop. If the wind continued to get worse, we just lowered the screen down. The LED panels’ IP65 rating is great because we could still run the screen in rain while all the lighting had to be covered up.”

This year’s Wet Electric was a unique project from the beginning with a number of hurdles to get over but in the end the two-day festival was a splashing success and the weather didn’t dampen the party. John thanks Chris Brodman, James Simpson, Jamie Rivera, Maxine Kichler, Matthew Berg, TJ Watson, Tom Adikes and the rest of the Creative BackStage crew for a job well done.

Elation Equipment:
20 x Platinum Beam 5R  
8 x Opti Tri PAR
70 x EVLED 1024SMD
2 x eNode8 Pro
4 x EWDMX Wireless Transceiver 
2 x Antari M-8 Stage Fogger
2 x Antari F5 Fazer
4 x Antari Z-1520 RGB
.
About Elation Professional
Elation Professional is one of the world’s leading lighting and visual solutions providers and is the global brand of Elation Lighting. Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Los Angeles, with European sales, distribution and support based in The Netherlands, Elation designs and manufactures a comprehensive range of innovative yet affordable lighting and video products that are distributed through a global network of dealers and distributors. Made up of a spirited team of dedicated personnel, Elation is setting new efficiency and performance standards in Platinum lamp and LED technology and is acknowledged for a comprehensive commitment to Total Support. As a company in expansion with a presence in a growing variety of market segments, chances are you’ve experienced Elation lighting at a concert, special event, TV, theater, late night venue, House of Worship, theme park, cruise ship, exhibition, architectural space or elsewhere. For more information, please visit www.elationlighting.com

For more information, contact:

Elation Professional US
6122 S. Eastern Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90040
USA
Tel: (866) 245-6726 (toll free)
Tel: (323) 582-3322
sales@elationlighting.com
www.elationlighting.com 

Elation Professional EU
Junostraat 2.
6468 EW Kerkrade
The Netherlands
Tel: +31 (0)45 546 85 66
info@elationlighting.eu
www.elationlighting.eu
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