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“Stones Tour '24 Hackney Diamonds”
with PROTEUS MAXIMUS

Not about to rest on their laurels after 60+ years of rock ‘n’ roll supremacy, The Rolling Stones
took to the road in April for their “Stones Tour '24 Hackney Diamonds,” a North American run
of both classics and original material that featured an energetic, modern production utilizing
Elation PROTEUS MAXIMUS luminaires.
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Timeless performers who still maintain their youthful energy and on-stage charisma, the rock
legends were supported by an experienced production team that delivered a dynamic show with
cutting-edge flair. Creative Director Patrick Woodroffe worked alongside Lighting Designer Terry
Cook of WBD and Associate Lighting Designer and Programmer Ethan Weber, all long-time
associates of the band, with lighting supply by Upstaging.

The band released “Hackney Diamonds” last October, their first studio album of original material
in 18 years, and followed up with a much-anticipated tour announcement. Still moving forward
creatively after six decades, Mick, Keith, Ronnie and company sought a fresh, diverse, and visually
captivating look for the tour. Given their rich history, coupled with the new numbers, the design
team sought flexible lighting that could work with LED video to transform the stage for each
number.

“We knew from the start that video would be a major part of the tour so choosing the right light
would be important,” Cook commented, adding that they met several times with Upstaging to


https://www.elationlighting.com/proteus-maximus
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discuss options. “The light I wanted had to be universal, it had to be bright, and it had to be all the
same units—this was vital for the look and feel of the show.” While Woodroffe laid out fixture
guidelines, Cook made specific fixture choices with support from Weber.

The 50,000-lumen PROTEUS MAXIMUS is a light that Cook knows well from experience on
past shows. “We knew it had the punch to cut through the video screen,” he said. “We were under
the roof of the stage, but we wanted an IP-rated fixture to hopefully reduce the maintenance for
the touring team. And being LED, it also helped that the source would likely not fade over the
tour duration.”

Serving as the rig workhorse light, the MAXIMUS units were located on up/down spine trusses
and verticals stage left and right. To create a uniform feel, they were evenly spaced in the rig to
allow for a grid of lights over and to the side of the stage. As the Stones do not play the same
setlist every night and the number of variables from night to night can be substantial, the team had
to be prepared. An all-purpose power luminaire with profile/beam/wash capabilities and
comprehensive FX package was essential.

“We used pretty much all the light had to offer,” Cook remarked. “With the band’s performance
catalog of nearly 100 songs, we really must use what we have to the fullest. The animation wheel
was great for us, but it was the zoom that allowed us to wash the stage for one song then flick to
tight beams/shafts of light in the next. It’s a universal light that allowed us many different
options—it is really a hybrid unit and that’s helpful.”
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Cook worked closely with Ethan Weber on the project, a seasoned Stones veteran who has been
lighting the band for 30 years. “Overall, I was very impressed that the MAXIMUS’s weren't blown
out by the large video wall just upstage of them,” Weber stated. “A little smoke in the air and we
had both a light and video show working together.” He added that the fixture was used to create
some special moments in some of rock’s most classic numbers.

“A couple of my favorites were in “Paint It Black” and “Satisfaction,” where I bumped between a
gobo look and an open beam look for verse/chorus (Paint It Black) and Mick call out/audience
response (Satisfaction). It's something I wouldn't generally do as it can look messy, but the
MAXIMUS gobo motors are quick enough that it was seamless and, I thought, very effective.”
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Still at the top of their game, The Rolling Stones opened “Stones Tour '24 Hackney Diamonds” on
April 28 to a sellout crowd at Houston’s NRG Stadium in Houston and played sold-out shows
until the tour’s final date, July 21 at Thunder Ridge Nature Arena in Missouri.

Production Design: Stufish, Patrick Woodroffe, Mick Jagger
Creative Director: Patrick Woodrofte

Set Design: Stufish Entertainment Architects

Lighting Design: Terry Cook

Associate Lighting Designer/ Programmer: Ethan Weber
Content Creation: treatment

Video Director: Mike Duque

Video Screens Director: Roland Griel

Production Director: Dale Skjerseth

Lighting supplier: Upstaging lighting

Video supplier: Nighthawk video

Trucking: Upstaging

For WBD: Liz Sinclair, Aiden Bromley and Caitlin Faria
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About Elation

At Elation, we represent the elite in the lighting industry. We design and manufacture a comprehensive
range of best-in-class entertainment lighting products valued by production/rental houses and lighting
designers the world over. Our dedication to extraordinary quality and creative solutions has established us
as the go-to choice for professionals. With a storied legacy of brilliance, our influence extends from iconic
stages to cutting-edge studios across the globe. We also offer an advanced line of lighting control products
through Obsidian Control Systems, as well as a full range of dependable specialty effects called Magmatic.
We invite you to take a closer look at www.elationlighting.com

For more information, contact:

Elation US

6122 S. Eastern Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90040

USA

Tel: (866) 245-6726 (toll free)
Tel: (323) 582-3322
sales@elationlighting.com
www.elationlighting.com

Elation EU

Junostraat 2.

6468 EW Kerkrade

The Netherlands

Tel: +31 (0)45 546 85 66
info@elationlighting.eu
www.elationlighting.eu

Elation Mexico

Av Santa Ana 30,

Parque Industrial Lerma,
Lerma, Mexico 52000

Tel: +011 52 728 282 7070
ventas@elationlighting.com
www.elationlighting.com
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