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Elation Professional and Obsidian Control 
Systems partner with UK’s Backstage Academy 
 
Elation Professional and Obsidian Control Systems are proud to be partnering with Backstage 
Academy, the UK’s premier institution for the education of the next generation of live event 
professionals. Both Elation and Obsidian are providing the latest in cutting-edge products to 
Backstage Academy for use in educational courses and training purposes.  
 

 
 
Backstage Academy is located in the heart of Production Park, a live events and entertainment 
technology campus near Leeds that combines industry, education and innovation. It features 
production studios, businesses and educational facilities, where creatives, technicians, designers, 
and engineers collaborate to advance the live events industry. Backstage Academy offers 
undergraduate and postgraduate degrees, short courses and bespoke training programs that 
involve getting hands on with cutting-edge equipment and technology used by the 
entertainment industry. 4Wall Entertainment, TAIT and ROE Visual are onsite and entrenched 
in the fabric of Production Park as well as other industry leading companies.  
 
Backstage Academy students will have access to Elation lighting and Obsidian lighting control 
products for their studies for both on-campus and off-campus projects. The gear will also be 
utilized in training courses with industry professionals. The package includes Proteus and KL 

https://www.elationlighting.eu/series/proteus
https://www.elationlighting.eu/series/kl


 
series luminaires from Elation, Magmatic atmospheric effects, as well as NX control solutions 
and NETRON data distribution devices from Obsidian. 
 
Rachel Nicholson, Head of Institution at Backstage Academy, said, “We pride ourselves on 
being a place where we equip the next generation of live industry professionals with all the 
necessary skills and experience for an evolving and changing industry. Partnerships with 
industry-leading companies such as Elation Professional are key to our students’ personal and 
professional development. They will gain hands-on experience, training and confidence using 
the latest cutting-edge lighting and control technologies. We are delighted to be working with 
Elation Professional and look forward to a long and successful partnership.” 
 
Graham Hill, Business Development Manager at Elation Professional, adds, “The live events 
industry needs education facilities like Backstage Academy like never before and we are thrilled 
to be adding our latest lighting and control technologies to their training curriculum. 
Production Park has quickly established itself as one of the leading training and research centers 
for our industry and for Elation and Obsidian to be there at the start of a young professional’s 
career in live events is quite significant. We are proud to be supporting the next generation of 
users, designers, hirers and specifiers.” The partnership with Backstage Academy also includes 
use of Production Park facilities for product demonstrations and Open Days events. 
 

The partnership also sees Elation 
lighting products used within XPLOR, 
a research and innovation centre 
delivered by Backstage Academy that 
opened in 2022. It features spacious 
design and prototype areas for testing, 
modeling, and building physical and 
virtual environments. XPLOR 
conducts pioneering research and 
development as well as custom 
services for clients. Elation's KL 
Panel™ and KL Fresnel 8 FC™ 
luminaires are used in XPLOR's 
Centre for Virtual Production. 
 
 
 
 

About Elation Professional 
Based in California with facilities in Florida and Mexico City, as well as European offices in The 
Netherlands, Elation designs and manufactures a comprehensive range of innovative lighting products 
known for its superior performance, excellent efficiency, and outstanding price:value ratio, all backed by 

(l to r): Graham Hill (Business Development Manager, Elation 
Europe), Johnny Goodwin (Course Leader Live Events 
Production, Backstage Academy), Miles Marsden (Industry 
Partnerships Director, Production Park) 
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a hard-earned reputation for Total Support. Elation also offers an advanced line of lighting control 
products through Obsidian Control Systems, as well as a full range of dependable specialty effects called 
Magmatic. Our mission has always been simple: to provide best-in-class products and service while 
offering the best value:performance ratio in the industry. Elation products continue to be a part of the 
industry’s most exciting projects across the globe. We invite you to take a closer look at 
www.elationlighting.com 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Elation Professional US 
6122 S. Eastern Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90040 
USA 
Tel: (866) 245-6726 (toll free) 
Tel: (323) 582-3322 
sales@elationlighting.com 
www.elationlighting.com  
 
Elation Professional EU 
Junostraat 2. 
6468 EW Kerkrade 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0)45 546 85 66 
info@elationlighting.eu 
www.elationlighting.eu 
 
Elation Professional Mexico 
Av Santa Ana 30, 
Parque Industrial Lerma, 
Lerma, Mexico 52000 
Tel: +011 52 728 282 7070 
ventas@elationlighting.com 
www.elationlighting.com 
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